
Happy New Year all!  Our old year certainly 
ended on a high note with a very successful 
staging of our Holiday Tour of Homes and 
Gala.  Ably orchestrated by Jenny Clark and 
Kristi Roberts, and with the accompaniment of 
those members who sold tickets, solicited 
sponsors and auction items, and served as 
house chairs or docents;  this event raised 
(drum roll) over $20,000.00!  Congratulations 
and a huge thank you to Kristi and Jenny for 
devoting so much of their time, talent, and 
energy to this cause.  And another thank you 
to the many members who pitched in to make 
sure we had this success.  We have such a 
strong and vibrant branch because of your 
efforts and dedication. 
 
A sad note that too quickly followed our Tour 
and Gala was losing our President, Dana 
Wilkirson.  Dana and Dan have relocated to 
Ft. Worth to begin a new chapter in their lives, 
and we wish them all the happiness and suc-
cess they are sure to find.  Dana’s infectious 
enthusiasm, capable leadership, and dedication 
to AAUW will be missed.  She has been a 
good friend and mentor, and I hope we will be 
able to persuade her to come back for many 
visits. 
 
Dana’s leaving means that I assumed the posi-
tion of President much sooner than planned.  I 
appreciate all the words of encouragement and 
support I’ve received (and needed!).  Dana, 
the board, the committee chairs, and our active 
membership have this year off to a stellar 
start, and I know it will finish well because of 
all of you.  We have many exciting events 
ahead! 
 
Our program scheduled for this month, 
Women in the Workplace, will give informa-
tion on the pay inequity that women still face 
and will offer tips and strategies women can 
use to negotiate a better future. Details are in 
this newsletter, and I hope you’ll be able to 
attend and encourage other women and girls to 
take advantage of this informative program. 

President’s Message         Dana Wilkirson 
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The Great Decisions program co-sponsored by 
our branch will begin January 16th from noon 
to 1:30 pm at the Tyler Public Library cover-
ing the topic “Latin America: Shift to the 
Left?”  These sessions will continue every 
Wednesday with a different policy issue 
through March 5th. 
 
Opportunities for service will also be available 
in connection with our co-sponsorship of the 
Academic Rodeo Spelling Bee on February 
2nd as well as our Book Sale fundraiser on 
March 1st  and  EYH on March 29th.  Also, our 
nominating committee will begin meeting this 
month to put together a slate of officers to be 
voted on at our March general meeting.  If you 
should receive a call from this group, I hope 
you will seriously consider serving. 
 
More exciting news!  Within the next few 
months we should be unveiling our own web-
site!  Hali Cleveland, in addition to her duties 
as Treasurer, has taken on the task of Web-
master and is working with a developer to get 
our site up and running.  Thank you, Hali! 
 
In addition, at the general meeting called on 
November 13th, the quorum of members pre-
sent voted to uphold the Board’s vote to pur-
sue  501 (c) (3) status for our branch.  This 
process will take a bit of time, but when ac-
complished, should allow us to raise funds 
more effectively by not only making all dona-
tions tax deductible but also allowing us to 
apply for grants to help fund mission-specific 
programs.  Definitely a win-win situation. 
 
So, lots to look forward to as we continue our 
year.  Thank you for all you do to support this 
branch.  It’s because of our membership that 
we have 75+ years of promoting the AAUW 
mission. 
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Happy 2010—looking back I 
can honestly say 2009 was both 
an exciting and difficult year 
for AAUW. We came close to 
not having a home tour, but 
some last-minute efforts by 
members finding houses and 
the hard work of Tracy and Carrie carried 
the day and we had a very successful 
event. A special thank you to everyone 
who worked on the tour as home chairs, 
docents, contributors, ticket sellers, etc. 

EYH found a new home at UT Tyler and 
will need your support and efforts in 
preparation for and on February 20th—
please contact Jackie Littleton 
(Jackie_Littleton@yahoo.com) to help. 

Holiday in the Pines was a success, but this 
year we did not have the gala attached to it 
for the extra funding. If you would like to 

President’s Message     Barbara Ross Wooldridge 
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organize a party/fundraiser this spring, cre-
ating a new and exciting event, please let 
me know. A committee has been formed 
chaired by Nancy Kirk 
(nancy.kirk@sjscpa.com) to brainstorm 
new fund raising ideas for next year. Please 
contact Nancy to help out. 

Besides EYH we have another event com-
ing up, and that is Academic 
Rodeo on January 30th. If you 
can help, please contact Tracy 
(tracynunderwood@gmail.com). 
This is a fun event and you do 
not need to know how to spell to 
assist. The children competing 

do all the spelling. 

I chose this quote from Helen Keller be-
cause at times we can all be overwhelmed 
and forget the wonderful work AAUW 
does. Please consider helping out on some 
of the upcoming projects. I realize how 
busy everyone is and if you can only con-
tribute an hour or two we can use that help. 
If you can contribute more time we can use 
that help as well. 

Wishing everyone one a happy and healthy 
new year. 
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AAUW Tyler Annual 
Business Meeting 
Saturday, April 17 

(Note that member directory had March 
27, which conflicted with another event.) 



 
The 21st annual 
Expanding Your 
Horizons career 
conference for 
middle school 

girls will take place February 20 at 
the University of Texas at Tyler. 
Co-chairs for the conference are 
Kristian Trampus , director of the 
East Texas STEM Center; Monica 
Davis, East Texas Tech Prep Con-
sortium, and Jackie Littleton, 
AAUW Tyler. 

 

In addition to the three sponsor-
ing organizations, Gamma Omicron 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha is 
continuing their long-time support 
of EYH. Registration will be lim-
ited this year to insure a successful 
first effort in the new location. 
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�� Be a role model. 
�� If you use math, science, or 

technology in your career, 
develop and present a 
workshop that shows mid-
dle school girls why you 
love your job. Guidelines and 
suggestions for developing a suc-
cessful workshop are available. 

 

�� Help with refreshments 
�� Contact local companies for wa-

ter, juice boxes, and snack crack-
ers for the girls. Companies have 
given in the past, so this shouldn’t 
be too hard. 

 

�� Help with “goodies” 
�� Solicit or purchase items for 

goodie bags. We are expecting 
between 200-250 girls this year 
and need lots of fun things for 
their bags. 

 

�� Stuff “stuff” 
�� Help put all those “goodies” into 

bags, and prepare packets each 

participant will receive. We will 
do this on Wednesday, February 
17, at UTT. 

 

�� Volunteer for Conference Day 
�� We will need help with crowd 

control and registration. It’s an 
early day, but you’ll be through 
before noon. 

 

�� Preserve the memories 
�� Photograph the event for our his-

tory and for next year’s publicity. 
�
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EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS SET for FEBRUARY 20 �
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SCHOLARSHIP S—Deadline March 1�

The Tyler Branch of AAUW annually offers up to six 
scholarships totaling $8,500. Eligible female students 
may apply for one of the following by the March 1 
deadline: 
 
 

· Two high school scholarships awarded to graduat-
ing senior women from local public high schools in 
Smith County ($1,500 each)   

· One $1,500 scholarship to a graduating woman 
from Tyler Junior College for further educa-
tional assistance at a four-year institution of higher 
learning   

· A Proven Scholar Scholarship worth $1,500 to a 
woman student at TJC, Texas College, or UT-Tyler 
who has completed at least 30 hours of college 
level work. 

· The Virginia Skeen Clark Scholar-
ship to a single working mother en-
rolled at TJC or UT-Tyler ($1,500 
privately-funded) 

· The Dorothy Scott Scholarship of 
$1,000 may be awarded to a Branch member in 
good standing for at least three years to complete 
advanced education, branch out into a new field, 
strive for additional degrees or certification, or to 
engage in any other form of education to enrich 
their lives.  

 

Selected scholars will be recognized at the AAUW-
Tyler annual business meeting on April 17. 
 

If you have questions about qualifications or eligibility,  
please contact Jeanelle Maland at  

maland@sbcglobal.net   
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Feb. 10– April 7 (except March 10) 
Tyler Public Library Auditorium 

201 South College 

Great Decisions 2010 to Begin February 10�
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Now more than ever, the Persian Gulf region of-
fers many difficult challenges to U.S. policymak-
ers. How will Obama's direct appeal to Arabs and 
Muslims impact U.S. foreign policy in the region? 
What will the fallout of withdrawal of U.S. forces 
from Iraq be? Can the U.S. and its allies prevent Iran from ob-
taining nuclear weapons?  
 
���������	!�"������#���$���
%��&������������� ���'�����(
������
����� ���' ��� ��)�����
*���������
Russia's policy of maintaining a sphere of influ-
ence in former Soviet satellites has been chal-
lenged in recent years by movements against 
pro-Russia regimes. Russia has pushed back by 
cutting Ukraine's natural gas supply and inter-
vening in Georgia's campaign in South Ossetia. Will Russia re-
gain its traditional leadership role in the region? 
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U.S. campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have shown that military force alone can-
not ensure peace in all conflicts. How can 
the U.S. successfully integrate the tools of 
peace building into its statecraft? At what 
point do poverty, disease and climate change threaten national 
security? What role can non-governmental actors play in sup-
porting government led efforts? 
 
��� ��1��������)�����'2� ����
#&����������������&������������
.���������$�0����&�������������
From the booming sex trade in Eastern 
Europe, to online fraud syndicates in Africa 
and the drug cartels of Asia and Central 
America, crime is becoming increasingly organized and global-
ized. How can countries better protect citizens seeking the bene-
fits of a globalized world from being exploited? What interna-
tional actors can effectively fight global organized crime?  
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Post-election rioting in Kenya in 
December 2007 brought pressure on 
Nairobi, from international and re-
gional diplomats, to end tensions and 
avert bloodshed on a massive scale. 
What lessons can be learned from the intervention in 
Kenya? What does it mean for the UN's emerging 
responsibility to protect doctrine?  
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China's influence is growing, along with 
its military expenditures. How will this 
growth affect China's relations with its 
neighbors and with the U.S.? Will 
China's expanding military and eco-
nomic power affect traditional U.S. roles and U.S. 
alliances in East Asia? How will countries like Japan, 
South Korea, and India respond? 
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The global financial crisis that be-
gan in late 2007 revealed major de-
ficiencies in the regulation of markets and institu-
tions, all of which came perilously close to collapse. 
Emergency measures to prevent a full collapse of the 
global financial system have led to mixed results. 
How will governments and the world community re-
spond to this challenge?  
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Special envoys can help bring atten-
tion and diplomatic muscle to re-
solve conflicts and global challenges 
but they also bring with them their 
own “special” problems. Will the 
Obama administration's reliance on 
special envoys increase the ability of the U.S. to deal 
with major international issues or complicate our dip-
lomatic options?  
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�� Jan 30—Academic Rodeo 

�� Feb 10—April 7 (except March 10) Wednesdays 

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Discussions 

�� Feb 20—AAUW Expanding Your Horizons 

�� Feb 20—$tart $mart Wage Project 

�� March 27 —The Queen 

�� April 17 —Annual Business Meeting 

(Introduction of scholarship recipients) 

�� April —Phantom Event Fundraiser (tax-deductible) 

�� April 23-25 —AAUW State Convention 

�� May 13—Salad Supper / New Officer Installation 

�� July TBA —Reassembly Tea 

3�8��,5��2�,�9�!�
�)��: �
�� 3��	
��(;��!�
�)���: ����9<���7"7� �
�������	��
	��
�����������������
���������
�
�,)��=	����� �����
�����	�	����������������
��

��������	����������� !����"
#�����$
���%��
���"
��������������	�	�������&�'������������#	���
���������&�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010�
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$TART $MART CAMPUS WORKSHOP �

Save these dates!  

SATURDAY, February 20, 2010 
The University of Texas at Tyler Library, Room 401 

�� ����������		
�� : 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

�� ��

�
���������
�
���� Immediately Following 
(1:00 p.m. to 2:00p.m.) at Potpourri House 
(Participants will be responsible for their 
lunch costs) 
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2010 State Convention-April 23-25 
Houston Marriot Westchase 
2900 Briarpark Dr. 77042 

�����3  



VOLUNTEER for ACADEMIC RODEO SPELLING BEE 

�����5  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKS LEADERS for 2010-2011 �

The 2010-2011 year looms near, and the nominating commit-
tee needs input from members in preparing a slate of candi-
dates for the 2010-2011 Officers to be elected at the Annual 
Business Meeting April 17, 2010. 

The challenge is to find a President, President-Elect, Assistant 
Program VP, Assistant Membership VP, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Assistant Treasurer. 

What does a board member do? The board is responsible 
for policy making, financial management, member recruit-
ment and involvement, and community relations. Board mem-
bers serve one-year terms and attend regular monthly board 
meetings about six times a year.  

Here’s the Challenge Since last year’s committee was unsuc-
cessful in finding a President-Elect, we face the challenge of 
finding candidates for both President and President-Elect, two 
posts that are critical to the life of this organization.  

The President is our official representative and spokesperson 
for the branch. She serves ex officio on task forces and 
committees except for the nominating committee.  

The President-Elect serves one year as assistant to and ob-
server of the president and the following year automatically 
becomes the branch president. She presides at meetings in 
the president’s absence and may act in the absence or dis-
ability of the president. 

The Treasurer—assisted by the Assistant Treasurer—
collects, distributes, and accounts for the funds of the 
branch, including dues and contributions, and properly re-
mits them to AAUW and AAUW Texas by the specified 

deadlines. 

The Secretary keeps minutes of the meetings of the member-
ship and of the board. 

Assistant officers have a valuable year working with their 
counterparts to learn the job and get a feel for the needs and 
demands of the post. So serving as an assistant helps you 
learn the organization and meet both leaders and members. 
The assistants succeed the vice presidents and treasurer the 
following year. 

Project Coordinators are not elected but appointed to plan 
activities and manage projects, including Publicity, Scholar-
ships, the Expanding Your Horizons workshop for young 
girls, webmaster, and fundraising activities such as the Holi-
day in the Pines home tour and the Phantom 
Event.  

There is a place for you to take your 
turn in AAUW leadership. Please 
answer YES when called on to 
serve! 

 

 

The AAUW nominating committee is looking 
for a few good leaders!  

Contact Nominating Chair Nancy Horton at 
903.509.8187 or 903.531.9269  
or nshorton@suddenlink.net  

 

Other nominating committee members are  
�� Linda Ashby—lash@tjc.edu 
�� Elaine Wells—gramcentral@sbcglobal.net 
�� Scherel Carver—eddiecrvr@aol.com 
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�� olunteers are needed to take part in 
the spelling bee that is an annual 
feature of the East Texas State 

Fair’s Academic Rodeo, which aims to 
“promote excellence in education and showcase the talents 
of our youth.” 
 

AAUW Tyler members traditionally have participated as 
“Callers” of the contest spelling words, “Judges,” and 
“Wranglers” who supervise the young contestants. You 
decide which you would like to be and tell Tracy. 
 

�� Shift 1— 2nd grade—8:15 to the end of the bee 
(around 11) 

�� Shift 2— 3rd grade—11:15 to the end of the bee 
(around 1:30) 
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NEWS FROM THE STATE BOARD �

News from the State Board: Elaine Wells, North/East District Representative 
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0��'����������$�777� Find specifics 
on the April 2010 state convention in the 
most recent University Woman Texas, 
winter 2010, which all members should 
have received. If not, access 
aauwtexas.org for information. There 
are two items of special interest to 
branches.  
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 777deadline 
March 5, 2010. At Convention 
AAUW Texas will honor both an ex-
isting member and a new member  
with the Outstanding Member and 
Outstanding New Member awards. 
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�"� Branches or others may 
reserve an advertising spot in the con-
vention program, deadline March 1.  

 

Specific informa-
tion for both these 
items can be found 
in the latest UWT or online at 
aauwtexas.org.   
 

You also can find details about the con-
vention registration and hotel there. 
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The AAUW String of Pearls Awards applaud branches 
for projects, events, or activities that successfully break 
through barriers and open opportunities so that all women 
and girls have a fair chance. It enables branches to brag 
about their efforts and energize their fellow members at the 
state convention.  

This year projects exhibited by branches will be displayed 
at the Welcome Reception Friday, April 24, 
9:15—10:45 pm. 

 

Critique Interest Group met January 5 to 
discuss the upcoming Texas School Board 
revisions of the Social Studies Standards. 
 

In response to criticism that the panel se-
lected to advise the School Board had taken 
out “important people” from the mandated 

list to be taught in grades K-12, the group first made their 
own lists as a test of how bias can indeed affect choices.  
 

After finding that only five names appeared on everyone’s 
list (George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Eleanor Roose-
velt, Jane Addams, and Susan B. Anthony), we discovered 
that the remainder of each list was highly biased (one list 
contained mostly inventors and scientists, another writers, 
another political leaders).  

 

Then we examined the lists suggested by the “experts” and 
found a number of names we didn’t recognize, but most we 
agreed with. The fifth grade list, however, got a resounding 
“F”—the year that American history is taught has only one 
woman (Anne Hutchinson) on the mandated list. 
 

Google “texas social studies standards” to read more and to 
examine the proposals for yourself. 
 

And, how many of these names do you know? 
 Third grade: Todd Beamer 
 Fourth grade: Lizzie Johnson 
 Seventh grade: Lulu Belle White 
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for the 2010  

State Convention  
April 23-25 

Houston 

CRITIQUE INTEREST GROUP  TACKLES SOCIAL STUDIES 

HOLIDAY IN THE PINES TOUR REACHES GOAL �
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STRING OF PEARLS to RECOGNIZE BRANCH EXCELLENCE �
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To Join AAUW Tyler 
���������	
���
���������������������������� �������
�	
�	��� ���� �	
�	��
��
����	� ������ �

�� ��!"�#������$�������%��
�� &�'����
��
�� &($���)���*������

�

����	�����������	� �����������������
��
�� ��!"�#������$�������
��
�� &�'����
�
�� &($���)���*���+�

�

������������	��	
�	��� ������������,����-��(��������
*�������������������.���
�

��������	��	
�	��� �+��������������������������������
����*����������������%������	
���
�����/��0�������� $$�$���$��
������������
�������$�*�$��������������

Education & Legal Action Funds Renamed: AAUW FUNDS—Elaine Wells, AAUW Funds Chair�
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Branch Directories Available 
The 2009-2010 edition of the AAUW Tyler Branch Directory 
is ready for distribution at interest group meetings. If you are 
not in an interest group, yours will be mailed. 

Telephone Address Correction: 
Gail Johnson’s correct phone number is  

903-279-4920 

The 2010 Women in Tyler Day 
luncheon is set for March 25 at 
the Rose Garden Center. Eight 
Women of Courage will be 
recognized for their heroic, 

fearless, and superhuman actions throughout their careers 
and lifetimes. Honorees include a Tyler police chief, an 
active and a retired soldier, a pediatrician, a Mary Kay 
sales director, and an early childhood educator, who is hon-

ored posthumously. These women offer clear ex-
amples as role models for  today’s young women. 
 

If you want to help honor these women, you can 
purchase a ticket by sending a check for $25 pay-
able to Women in Tyler and mailed to PO Box 
1432, Tyler TX 75710.  
 
Tables are filling fast, so don’t delay. 

��*+�-	��� 777please note the new title for EF/LAF con-

tributions. Everything that AAUW Educational Foundation 
covered previously is now covered by AAUW Funds.  

If you want to restrict your gift to a specific fund or pro-
gram, make your check payable to AAUW Funds and in 
the memo section, or on any slip of paper, just write some-

thing like “Tyler (TX) Branch 75th Anniversary Fund.” 
The fund number 4268 could also be used.  

Web site contributions also may be made at 
www.aauw.org and clicking on the word 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS— Becky Slater, Membership VP�

WOMEN IN TYLER to RECOGNIZE “WOMEN of COURAGE” �
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FUNDRAISING TASK FORCE to LOOK AT OPTIONS �
If you have good ideas about fund raising and enjoy plan-
ning events, your skills and talents are needed on the Fund 
Raising Task Force chaired by Treasurer Nancy Kirk. Con-

tact her at nancy.kirk@sjscpa.com to share your vision for 
the future of AAUW Tyler and your creativity and expertise 
in finding resources to fulfill that vision. 


