
Happy New Year all!  Our old year certainly 
ended on a high note with a very successful 
staging of our Holiday Tour of Homes and 
Gala.  Ably orchestrated by Jenny Clark and 
Kristi Roberts, and with the accompaniment of 
those members who sold tickets, solicited 
sponsors and auction items, and served as 
house chairs or docents;  this event raised 
(drum roll) over $20,000.00!  Congratulations 
and a huge thank you to Kristi and Jenny for 
devoting so much of their time, talent, and 
energy to this cause.  And another thank you 
to the many members who pitched in to make 
sure we had this success.  We have such a 
strong and vibrant branch because of your 
efforts and dedication. 
 
A sad note that too quickly followed our Tour 
and Gala was losing our President, Dana 
Wilkirson.  Dana and Dan have relocated to 
Ft. Worth to begin a new chapter in their lives, 
and we wish them all the happiness and suc-
cess they are sure to find.  Dana’s infectious 
enthusiasm, capable leadership, and dedication 
to AAUW will be missed.  She has been a 
good friend and mentor, and I hope we will be 
able to persuade her to come back for many 
visits. 
 
Dana’s leaving means that I assumed the posi-
tion of President much sooner than planned.  I 
appreciate all the words of encouragement and 
support I’ve received (and needed!).  Dana, 
the board, the committee chairs, and our active 
membership have this year off to a stellar 
start, and I know it will finish well because of 
all of you.  We have many exciting events 
ahead! 
 
Our program scheduled for this month, 
Women in the Workplace, will give informa-
tion on the pay inequity that women still face 
and will offer tips and strategies women can 
use to negotiate a better future. Details are in 
this newsletter, and I hope you’ll be able to 
attend and encourage other women and girls to 
take advantage of this informative program. 

President’s Message         Dana Wilkirson 
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The Great Decisions program co-sponsored by 
our branch will begin January 16th from noon 
to 1:30 pm at the Tyler Public Library cover-
ing the topic “Latin America: Shift to the 
Left?”  These sessions will continue every 
Wednesday with a different policy issue 
through March 5th. 
 
Opportunities for service will also be available 
in connection with our co-sponsorship of the 
Academic Rodeo Spelling Bee on February 
2nd as well as our Book Sale fundraiser on 
March 1st  and  EYH on March 29th.  Also, our 
nominating committee will begin meeting this 
month to put together a slate of officers to be 
voted on at our March general meeting.  If you 
should receive a call from this group, I hope 
you will seriously consider serving. 
 
More exciting news!  Within the next few 
months we should be unveiling our own web-
site!  Hali Cleveland, in addition to her duties 
as Treasurer, has taken on the task of Web-
master and is working with a developer to get 
our site up and running.  Thank you, Hali! 
 
In addition, at the general meeting called on 
November 13th, the quorum of members pre-
sent voted to uphold the Board’s vote to pur-
sue  501 (c) (3) status for our branch.  This 
process will take a bit of time, but when ac-
complished, should allow us to raise funds 
more effectively by not only making all dona-
tions tax deductible but also allowing us to 
apply for grants to help fund mission-specific 
programs.  Definitely a win-win situation. 
 
So, lots to look forward to as we continue our 
year.  Thank you for all you do to support this 
branch.  It’s because of our membership that 
we have 75+ years of promoting the AAUW 
mission. 

������  

“The achievements of 
an organization are the 
results of the combined 
effort of each individ-
ual.” 

Vince Lombardi 
 
 As we begin our new 
year I believe the 

words of Vince Lombardi have significance 
for our branch. Alone it will be difficult for 
any of us to have a true impact with our 
branch’s mission statement: The Tyler 
Branch provides opportunities for camara-
derie, personal growth and community ser-
vice while fostering a commitment to educa-
tion and equity for women and girls,” as a 
branch we can and will accom-
plish much this year. 

Our year began with three 
great events. Again Anne Duf-
fey graciously hosted the New 
Member Brunch at her home. 
The event was a wonderful success and we 
gained 5 new members; a special thank you 
to Becky Slater for organizing this event.  
AAUW participated in the Literacy Council 
Annual Spelling Bee. Our team of Robin 
Insalaco, Mary Lynn Smith and Sharon For-
syth won the event in a tense spell off with 
Trinity Mother Frances. Nancy Kirk created 
fabulous scrabble letter pieces, scrabble 
board, and mini placard signs to help cheer 
on the team. Check out the excitement at: 
http://spotted.tylerpaper.com, 8-12-09 Liter-
acy Council. On Saturday, August 22nd, we 
reassembled at Pollard United Methodist 
Church. In an effort to have AAUW be 
more visible in the community, the photog-

President’s Message     Barbara Ross Wooldridge 
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rapher from “Spotted” was on hand 
(http://spotted.tylerpaper.com 8-22-09 
AAUW meeting) and the photographer from 
“Faces” was snapping photos. Reassembly 
was a delight and big thanks go to Gail 
Johnson and her program committee for a 
great job. 

The first fundraiser of the year will be 
the Fall Book Sale at the home of Jan Moch 
on Saturday, September 26th. If you have 
books or time to contribute, please let Jan 
know. 

Tracy Underwood is busy working on 
Holiday in the Pines, but she needs your 
help! Carrie Albee will be assisting with 
publicity. It does not matter how long you 

have been in the organization 
only a willingness to help. Please 
let Tracy know if you can assist. 
Gail Johnson and the Program 
Committee have developed a 
wonderful set of programs for 

the year entitled “It’s all about Me.” In addi-
tion there is a second set of programs enti-
tled “Women Who Led the Way.”  

Last but not least—I am appealing to all 
members to consider taking a more active 
role in AAUW. We still lack a president 
elect, publicity, EYH chair, and a public 
policy chair. We also need help with the 
Holiday in the Pines Home Tour, many key 
support positions remain to be filled. The 
wonderful thing about AAUW is it does not 
matter your time with the organization, it is 
your willingness to help. We have many 
members that are willing to share their ex-
pertise with you.��������
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2009-2010 PROGRAMS�
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The annual AAUW Book Sale will be held on Sat-
urday, September 26, 2009 at the home of Jan 
Moch, 3528 S. Keaton Ave. in Tyler. Our book 
sales have been hugely successful thanks to the 
generous donations of our members and friends.  
 
This year we would like to eliminate the maga-
zines. Most were donated to charitable organiza-
tions and they were very appreciative.  

Children’s books are very 
popular. Picture books to 
young adult titles should sell 
well. You may drop the 
books off at Jan’s home. She 
will send out reminders peri-
odically. 

�����+  

AAUW WINS LITERACY COUNCIL  SPELLING BEE �

As a nervous trio of 
AAUW members—
Sharon Forsyth, Robin 
Insalaco, and Mary Lynn Smith—
approached the stage for the Liter-
acy Council of Tyler’s Bee for Lit-
eracy, one team member had 
dreams of winning and the other 
two simply hoped to not be the 
first team out. The butterflies in 
the stomach disappeared once the 
spelling began and AAUW ladies 
in the audience raucously cheered 

them on. It soon became 
clear that studying pays 
off as the team easily 

spelled the words gorgeous, mi-
sogynist, schadenfreude, 
tchotchke, and more. And then 
there were two! AAUW vs. Trinity 
Mother Frances. Several rounds of 
competition–and misspellings–
later, AAUW prevailed by cor-
rectly spelling galjoen and philip-
pic. 6@*3�**��"���������	���
��

����������A�"�B�>	����)������	��
3����2����,'��
������,
��	��
0	����
��

SCHOLARSHIP S�

The Tyler Branch of AAUW offers up to six schol-
arships totaling $8,500. Eligible female students 
may apply for one of the following: 
 
 

· Two high school scholarships awarded to graduat-
ing senior women from local public high schools 
in Smith County ($1,500 each)   

· One $1,500 scholarship to a graduating woman 
from Tyler Junior College for further educa-
tional assistance at a four-year institution of 
higher learning   

· A Proven Scholar Scholarship worth $1,500 to a 
woman student at TJC, Texas College, or UT-
Tyler who has completed at least 30 hours of col-
lege level work 

· The Virginia Skeen Clark Scholar-
ship to a single working mother en-
rolled at TJC or UT-Tyler ($1,500 pri-
vately-funded) 

· The Dorothy Scott Scholarship of 
$1,000 may be awarded to a Branch 
member in good standing for at least three years to 
complete advanced education, branch out into a 
new field, strive for additional degrees or certifi-
cation, or to engage in any other form of education 
to enrich their lives.  

 
If you have questions about qualifications or eligi-
bility, please contact Jeanelle Maland  
at maland@sbcglobal.net  

AAUW Annual Book Sale—Bring Those Books! 
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�	��	��
��

��������������	�
��
���������	�����



2009-2010 INTEREST GROUPS�

Interest Group Chair Meeting Time Contact Info 

Cocktail Club Kristi Roberts T.B.A kribru@aol.com 

Critique Robin Insalaco 
Jackie Littleton 

1st Tuesday, 6:00 pm rins@tjc.edu 
Jackie_littleton@yahoo.com 

Daytime Books Betty Tirey 4th Wednesday, 1:30 pm btirey@suddenlink.net 

Evening Books Maureen Christopher-
son 

3rd Thursday, 6:30pm JCMC2006@suddenlink.net 

Garden Club Anne Pattullo 2nd Wednesday at 9:30 am gpattullo@nctv.com 

Dinner Club Laura Redman –chair 
Ana Wright 
  

T.B.A lredman1953@hotmail.com 
annahpereira@hotmail.com 

LOTE “Ladies of the 
Evening” 

Jacque Power 1st meeting Sept 16th 
Julian’s at 6:00 pm 

jacquepower@suddenlink.net 

Mah Jongg Mary Endres Times and Dates Vary Menders-he@sbcglobal.net 

New Members Becky Slater TBA beckbob@yahoo.com 

I nterest groups form the heart of AAUW, where lasting friendships are built and nurtured. Choose  
groups that suit your schedule and match your favorite pastimes.  

Non-members are invited to participate in branch interest groups. Those who are eligible for member-
ship may attend twice before joining the branch. Those who are not eligible for membership may attend 

indefinitely by paying branch dues  
 

CRITIQUE INTEREST GROUP REINVENTS ITSELF �

� �ritique is one of the oldest of the Tyler branch’s 
interest groups, but an “updated” version of the 
group will begin in October. The first meeting will 

be held October 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Joann 
Rairigh, 2003 Merrimac St. Drinks will be provided, but 
members (especially those coming directly from work) 
are encouraged to bring a sandwich.  This is designed to 
be a “low stress” group! 
 

The New Critique will be an informal discussion group of 
issues selected by the group members.  Each month, a 
different topic/article/or concern will be e mailed (or snail 
mailed for those who don’t use e mail) a week before the 
meeting.  Members are expected to read the article or 

question and come ready to share their 
ideas on the topic. 
 

The first topic concerns a backlash 
against educated women, as reported in a 
recent article by Judith Warner 
(“Dangerous Resentment”) from The 
New York Times. In a broader context, 
anti-intellectualism was discussed in the 
book What’s the Matter with Kansas by 
Thomas Frank. 
 

Robin Insalaco and Jackie Littleton co-chair the New 
Critique group.  Please contact either of them for a copy 
of the discussion material.   
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GARDENING INTEREST GROUP WANTS TO GROW :) �

The �������&���� interest group is looking for new 
members. We are a member of the National Federation of 
Garden Clubs, which means we also belong to the Tyler 
Area Council of Garden Clubs. 
  
We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:30 am 
in members’ homes. Programs include all different aspects 
of gardening from flower arranging to planting seeds and 
learning about new annuals and perennials. This year, in 
addition to a program each month, we will have an on-

going study of the many different Sal-
vias we can grow in East Texas.  
 

Don’t be intimidated if you are not a 
gardener yet, this is a low key 
friendly group that just enjoys 
plants and flowers in our homes.   
 

Contact Anne Pattullo for more infor-
mation: 903 566-0729 or 
gpatullo@earthlink.net 
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MEMBERSHIP �

Member Handbooks to Be Distributed 
The 2009-2010 edition of the AAUW Tyler member hand-
book should be completed and ready for distribution in Oc-
tober at interest group meetings, pending dues payments. 

To Join AAUW Tyler 
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Delegation from Kazakhstan to 
Visit in September 

 

The League of Women Vot-
ers of Tyler/Smith County, coop-
erating with AAUW Tyler, will welcome a delegation 
of officials from Kazakhstan on September 12 for an 
eight-day visit. Learning first-hand about local and 
regional government, with an emphasis on account-
ability and transparency, is the major purpose of the 
visit. To accomplish that goal, the delegation will 
meet regional leaders in many fields, make contacts 
that can be continued into the future, experience life in 
Texas homes, and enjoy the cultural and social bene-
fits of this area.  

The trip is sponsored by the Open World Leader-
ship Center, a program of the United States Congress 
designed to enable emerging leaders in Russia and 
former Soviet Socialist Republics to gain personal 
exposure to the American system of democracy 
through visits to local communities. Open World 
works through LWVUS to provide local League spon-
sorship for these visits. 

 

See details page 7 of a farewell 
party for the Kazakhs  planned for 
,���������,�!��'����9D .  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS �

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Series 
to Continue in 2010 
 

Representative Betty Tirey reports that the 2010 Great 
Decisions series will begin February 10 and continue 
through April 7 (except 
March 10). All members 
are invited to attend these 
lunch time meetings at 
the Tyler Public Library 
that run from 12 noon — 
1 or 1:30 pm. 
Also serving on the Great Decisions committee are 
Sharon Himsl and Joann Rairigh. 

Expanding Your Horizons On the Move 
 

EYH will enter a new phase in its long history as UT Tyler 
will host it this year. After 19  successful years at TJC, TJC 
decided it did not have the human or capital resources to host 
EYH this year. AAUW wishes to thank and recognize TJC 
for its championship of this program and looks forward to 
working with TJC in the future. As with any new venture, 
EYH at UT Tyler needs your help in making the program get 
off the ground. A call for volunteers to work with this event 
will come out later when we know the official dates. Jackie 
Littleton chairs the project. 
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Welcome New  
Members Five new 
members joined our ranks at 
the Membership Brunch in 
July. We are delighted to 
have them and hope they be-
come involved soon. 

 
�� Sue Barham  
�� Linda Hoak  
�� Fallon Pierce 

(student member) 
�� Mary Moore 
�� Barbara Williams 
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News from the State AAUW�

News from the State Board: Elaine Wells, North/East District Representative 
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��**���6�G����������� was conducted by AAUW 
Texas state board members on July 25, 2009. It happened to 
be the same day Tyler branch had a recruitment brunch.  
 

For those of you who are not familiar with the term Webi-
nar…it is Web conferencing used to conduct live meetings or 
presentations via the Internet. All Texas branch members were 
invited to participate to receive post-Association convention 
information. For the full presentation please go to 
   ���! ��"�����
� and you will be able to replay the 
“broadcast” or download the Power Point from the AAUW 
Texas website.  
 

,	'��
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�� AAUW Bylaws that did not change:The requirement for 

membership in AAUW remains an associate or equivalent 
degree or higher. There is no change in the categories of 
membership or in the student affiliates category. Branches 
continue to be the basic unit of AAUW, although there is 
more flexibility given for a branch’s governance structure. 
No branch or state is required to change its current leader-
ship structure if it works well and meets the needs of the 
branch or state.  

 

�� New to AAUW will be the one member/one vote All 
members now have a vote on national AAUW business 
(elections, adoption of the Public Policy Program and 
resolutions, and amendments to the AAUW Bylaws). 
There will no longer be a delegate system for national 
AAUW meetings. For lots more details, please go to the 
AAUW website. You will need your membership number 
to access any information.  

 

&	����������	����	�6����������
  for being recognized in 
each of the PEARL award categories- Protect, Educate, Advo-
cate, Research, Lead. Tyler and other branches were recog-
nized at the St. Louis convention and again during the Webi-
nar teleconference in July.  
 

*!!������	����	���	�����	''�������������� ��	������
Applications are now posted on the AAUW website 

 http://www.aauw.org/about/leadership/ 
 

Please read the descriptions and apply for those in which you 
have an interest. Applications may be filled out and submitted 
online or downloaded to your computer and emailed to execu-
tive@aauw.org. Either way, please be sure that you email 
your resume to executive@aauw.org as well. The application 
deadline is extended to September 15, and announcements 
of committee and task force appointments will be made before 
the end of September.  

 

Tyler Branch to Host 
Interbranch Council Meeting 

E;3)E*6);E,�0;>�,6*6@�

;*>�� for 2010-2012 are now 
being accepted by the Nominating 
committee.  
 

This is an excellent leadership oppor-
tunity for you to get involved at the 
State level. You may access the 
forms at aauwtexas.org. The dead-
line is October 1, 2009.  

,�$���
���������
for the  

2010  
State Convention  

April 23-25 
Houston 

The members of AAUW North Texas Interbranch Council 
will attend a meeting hosted by the Tyler branch on Satur-
day November 21, 2009, 10:00 a.m. at UT Tyler Muntz 
Library. The guest speaker will be Dee Brock, past presi-
dent of the Tyler/Smith County League of Women Voters. 
Mrs. Brock will speak on the Open World Leadership pro-
gram.  
In September the Tyler branch of AAUW will collaborate 
with the Tyler/Smith County LWV in hosting visitors from 
Kazakhstan. Mrs. Brock will elaborate on the Open World 
Leadership Center, a program of the United States Con-

gress designed to enable emerging leaders to gain first-hand exposure to the 
American system of democracy through visits to local communities. Interbranch 
Council members will have an opportunity to learn new ways to collaborate with 
partner organizations and in doing so recruit new members from organizations 
with like-minded purposes and missions.  

One of the purposes of Interbranch Council is to open channels of communi-
cation among branches for sharing ideas and interests, especially in the areas of 
common state and local government, and to engage in activities that will encour-
age branch membership, and enhance and promote the programs of AAUW. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS — Jackie Littleton, Director at La rge AAUW 
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The Tyler branch has com-
pleted three Re-
search and De-

velopment Grants 
named for past 
branch leaders: 

Katherine Foltz, Lot-
tie Caldwell, and 

Gladys Howard.  
Recipients of the 

funds from these three endowments have 
been announced. 
 

2	$���*�����	�� received a Career De-
velopment Grant to complete her mas-
ter’s degree in educational leadership at 
Argosy University in Dallas. Ms. Ander-
son has taught children with special 
needs for the past five years. She plans 
to work with teen girls from urban 
neighborhoods, giving them the skills to 
break through educational and economic 
barriers. Her program’s curriculum will 
consist of character building, academic 
assessments, tutoring, finances, entrepre-
neurship, and pay equity. 
 

*'����
	��� will use her Career Devel-
opment Grant toward a master’s degree 
in international affairs from Georgetown 
University in Washington, DC. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Maryland in French. An avid 
linguist, she also has a working knowl-
edge of Hebrew and Spanish. She plans 
to become a Foreign Service officer, 
concentrating on programs that focus on 
health and educational assistance for 
African women and girls. 
 

6
����&	''������*���	��������� were 
also funded in part by Tyler’s three En-
dowments: 
· YWCA of Corpus Christi will spon-

sor “Fantastic Futures Workshop” for 
middle school girls, highlighting op-
portunities related to an education and 
career in math and/or science. 

· St. Philip’s College in San Antonio 
will hold a similar conference entitled 
“Women Breaking Through” to pro-
mote educational and professional 
opportunities in STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and math.) 

· Buckner Children and Family Ser-
vices in Lufkin received funding for 

REACCH (Resources 
Enabling Access to 
Community, Classroom, and Home). 
The project will loan 13 computers 
and provide wireless access to the 
residents of the Buckner Family Place, 
enabling them to participate in online 
courses, complete fact-to-face course-
work, communicate with instructors, 
and access a variety of resources. 

 

@������������	I����� Second-year funding 
was also awarded to the Escuelitas Pro-
ject, an after-school mentoring and lead-
ership program for low-income, at-risk 
girls in the Edgewood Independent 
School District in San Antonio and to 
�����*���	�� in Austin, a program in 
creative writing and performance to em-
power girls to find their public voices 
and build confidence. 
 

Tyler branch members are currently 
working to complete their 
fourth endowment. This 
will be an *'�������0��C
�	��
�!  in honor of the 
branch’s 75th anniver-
sary. 

40th Annual Holiday in the Pines Tour  

Set for December 5-6 
�
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Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, LWV-
Tyler/Smith County 
and AAUW-Tyler, 
are hosting a festive 
farewell party for 
the Kazakhstan visi-
tors. The covered 
dish party takes 

place at the home of Kristi and Bruce 
Roberts, at 6715 Speedway Court be-
ginning at 7:00. 

All League members will want to 
be part of this culminating event to let 
our guests know how much we appreci-
ate their visit. You can bring your sig-
nificant other if you wish or even pro-
spective members to encourage their 
signing on. 

Members of both the League and 
AAUW are encouraged to bring a fa-
vorite food to the party. The eclectic 
mix will be great fun. If you are unable 

to bring a dish, just bring yourself. 
 
RSVP by September 15 to Toni 

Ferrell: give the number in your party 
and the dish you plan to bring. Email 
Toni at tonief@sbcglobal.net. 
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Farewell Party Planned for Kazakhstan Visitors—You’re Invited! 
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2009-2010 Officers & Board of Directors�
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Barbara Ross Wooldridge President 903-566-7246 (w) 
903-565-6613 (h) 

barbara_wooldridge@uttyler.edu 

 Vacant President-elect     

Gail Johnson Program 903-279-4930 Gail_sbpc@hotmail.com 

Toni Prachick Assistant Program 903-581-7753 Tonit30@gmail.com 

Becky Slater Membership 903-593-2924 beckbob@yahoo.com 

Mamie Carson Assistant Membership 903-590-7884 mamiecarson@hotmail.com 

Nancy Kirk Treasurer 903-597-2021 
903-520-4311 (c) 

nancy.kirk@sjscpa.com 

Janice Hamilton Asst. Treasurer 903-658-6429 Janice.hamilton@trane.com 

Mary Lynn Smith Secretary 903-595-1385 4smiths@suddenlink.net 

Robin Insalaco Parliamentarian 903-316-8418 rins@tjc.edu 

Elaine Wells Education Foundation LAF 903-561-8703 gramcentral@sbcglobal.net 

Merilynn Wick Long Range Plans 903-534-4953 meriwick@msn.com 

 Vacant Public Policy     

Jeanelle Maland Scholarship 903-581-2524 
903-539-2722 (c) 

maland@sbcglobal.net 

Jackie Littleton Bylaws 903-534-4677 Jackie_littleton@yahoo.com 

Jackie Littleton Historian 903-534-4677 Jackie_littleton@yahoo.com 

 Vacant Interest Groups     

Scherel Carver Newsletter 903-245-1269 (c) eddiecrvr@aol.com 

Hali Cleveland Yearbook/Directory 903-526-0343 halicleveland@gmail.com 

 Vacant Publicity     

Hali Cleveland Webmaster 903-526-0343 halicleveland@gmail.com 

Tracy Underwood Academic Rodeo- 
Spelling Bee 

903-521-7517 tracynunderwood@gmail.com 

Vacant—Contact Jackie  Expanding Your Horizons 903-534-4677 Jackie_littleton@yahoo.com 

Betty Tirey Great Decisions 903-533-9938 btirey@suddenlink.net 

Sharon  Himsl Great Decisions 903-595-5424 tycreek@yahoo.com 

Joann Rairigh Great Decisions 903-597-5224 Nj30_rairigh@suddenlink.net 

Tracy Underwood Holiday in the Pines 903-521-7517 tracynunderwood@gmail.com 

Nancy Dickson Phantom Ball 903-525-9199 npndickson@suddenlink.net 

Your 2009-2010 Board of Directors already are hard at work making plans and representing you in the 
community. Contact information and responsibilities are included in the chart below. Please do not 
hesitate to contact your board if you have a question or want to become involved in a specific project 
or committee. 
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